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Protests target trust‘ es
Middlesex board urged Er s

to curb construction

By Ben Aaronson
Saal writer

Pooilestiors sl thadr videes
fveard this weekenid at two sep-
arate demonsiralions againsg
the Middlesex Schools con-
struction project i Estabrook
Woods., Opponent groups
Frivnds of Estabrook Woodds
and Middlesex Graduates For
Eatabrook each staged demon
strations directed at the
sl 5 Boau] of "l nistees whios
were meeting in Concord last
witik

cAbout 20 membersnd the

Friemnds of Estabrook Woomls
patralled Mopument Square
late Friday aftermoon. Arroed
with Myers and home-made
signs bearing slogans like:
“Concord cares aboul Es
tabrook Woods™ and “*Choose
Lir prorl el what s left the D
westers elicived tnterlient
homks of sugspaort from passing
traffic in the busy town ceniter

"L esssage 1o the Inesdees
12 that we want them to stop
the: development in Estabrook
Woodds, " aaid Carel Dwyer, whao
helped organize the demon-

strElione “I0s nol just @ pisce of
lanmd. It's like a liitle museum.
Postpele ame wery ugseel Ut [uhe
sehool | would destroy 62"

Uryer aurgued thad mech ol
thee land that is now being de-
'.|.'I|||||=|| wias donated o the
schosnl with the expressed con
diticn thad 5t be muiniaaned as
protected woods

“Thw Mdcllosap s Gt e
niow goang back on that agres-
Nk That = whs pasogalas sume adl
stirred up about it,” she said

Fridays mone: convenlional
prodest was followed up om Sat-
urday oerming? wiidly i more Ghe
atrical demonsiration by a
group of current and former
Middlesex students calling
themselves Middlesex Gradu-
abies For Estabrook, Gathering
im fromt of the dining hall on the
Middlesex campus, the pro-
Lesleeps Shagedh ook Ludienl,
compdete with a larger than life
puppet of Henry Dinvic Tharean
whao strolled through a ceme
tery repiesenting all that woubd
b lost if the woods werne cut
diwn. Soame o Lhie protesters

Protest, Page 38
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Above: Middlesex School students Jon
Soalfield, a junior, and Ed Dujardin, a se-
nior, protest at the school Satorday
morning, displaying their disagreement
with the school's declsion to build new
athletic fields using part of Estabrook
Woods, At left: Christina Plenta and
Molly Tsongas maneuver a giant puppet
viersion of Thorean through a mock
graveyard.




THURSDAY, CCTOBER 6. 2005

Protesters send
message to
school trustees

Protest, from Page 1
dressed all in black. while oth-
ers donned tree stump outlits
and pretemnded to play tennis,
slgnifying the destruction of
thee forest to make way for oat-
door tepnis courts,

“Or goal i5 to prevent fur-
ther construction beyond the
tennis courts,” sald MGFE
member Molly Tsongas, who
graduated in 2000, “We want 1o
give evervbody hope and put a
fire dew thoeir baellies,” explained
Tsongas, the daughter of late
Massachuseits Sen.  Paul
Teomgas.

This weekend's protests
marked the latest round of a
batile that has been raging on
ancl off for moee tham 135 yesrs,
The controwersy began in the
early 190= whaen the school
propeosed a major consirpetion
project to buikd ew athletic fa-
cilithes including cight tennis
courts on school-owned land
in Estabrook Woods, After
many years and many legal
challenges, construction finally
began in July and is scheduled
to copiname for the mext several
Years,

Middlesex School Head-
master Kathy Giles said tha
while he disagrees with the
apposition, she respects the
passion of their convictions,

“We wanl Lo iy Loy pespect
what they're doing becanse
their hearts are in the right
place, We want to teach our
kids that even i you don't agree
with saiwsane, o =il resparct
them, she said

Giles, in her third year as
headmaster, defended the pro-
pect, peting that the sehool has
made a number of concessions
In respanse fo lossl conrerms,

“We believe the school has
come 1 with a plan that mests

OEr e with thee lowest paos-
sible impact,” she said,

According to Giles, through
mesdiation the school agreed o
plisce 119 out of & possible 200
acres of the Land under con-
servation restriction, In acddi-
tion, Gibes said that the school
amended the orginal con-
struction plan to reduce the en-
vironmental impact on the sur-
rounding woods, including re-
ducing the size of the access
bridge and switching to artifi-
cial turf for the athletie Gelds.

“Although artiflcial furf dow-
Bles the cost of the field pro-
Ject, it virtually eliminates the
risk of problems with water
run-off coniamning pesticides
and fertilizers,” Giles wrote in
@ recent leter to alumni.

The school began con-
struction on the tennis courts
this surmer after the amerded
prlivn was approved by the Mass-
achuseits Environmental Pol-
icy Act, a decision that has
since been appealed by oppo-
sition groups. Giles said that
six of the eight tennis courts
have besn completed, but the
sehol will hold construction
of the final two courts pending
tha outeomee of the appeal.

While the prapect appears io
b mowing awal, neither of the
apposition groups are residy o
v up on thedr cause just yet

“Everybody ks still st as en-
gaged as they were 13 years
age. [t's a real up for us tha
there’s still that much concem,”
spid Dwyer.

As for the MGFE, Tsongas
=aid the ongoing constrection
will only strengthen their re-
solve.

“As the trees come down,
we're anly going to get londer,”
she sand, “This problem woni
Just go away.”



